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Which of the opposition leaders  could undertake  this
work ?   They were all inexperienced and young, suddenly
faced with a reality which had so far escaped them.    The
only possibility was Mussolini, who for several months had
been pointing out the danger of the split between the country
and fascism, the existence of which had come as an unex-
pected revelation to the extremists of the opposition.    It
began to be admitted that his opportunism had been called
for by the situation, that he alone could direct the political
action of fascism, and that without him it would fail.    So,
shortly after his appearance in the congress as a minority
leader, there emerged, as the only possible leader of fascism,
the unrivalled * Duce '.   The revolt against him, which had
forced him to abandon the untenable position he had taken
up,  died  down  and fascism passed into his hands once
more,  but not before various incidents had taken place
on the last day of the congress.     The opposition delegates
proposed Rome, instead of Milan, as headquarters of the
party, in order to reduce Mussolini's personal influence.
On this point the two sides voted against each other, and the
resolution was carried by a large majority.   The opposition
greeted the result with significant applause, very galling to
Mussolini.   The list of the Executive Committee of ihefasci
was read out:  Mussolini was first, then Grandi.   Mussolini
rose  and   announced  that  he  would   not  accept.     The
Assembly cheered him, to force his hand, but he replied :
* It is no good insisting.   You do not know me.   I will not
accept.3   But his friends, on the contrary, knew him very
well, for though he made no formal declaration of accep-
tance, he attended the first meeting of the new committee.
He realized perfectly that the situation was developing in
his favour, and he only kept up the farce because he needed
a little time to get over the rebuff he had suffered at Rome.
If possible, he would have liked to get his own back with the
fascists by letting them manage for themselves and staying
in Milan with the Popolo cPItalia until they begged him to
direct the movement once more.    The political situation
allowed him no time for this.    The ' democratic ' groups in
parliament,  ranging from  Nitti  to   Giolitti,   had  begun
negotiating for union into a single group, and had completed

